REMOVABLE DECORATIVE MAILBOX COVER 



[0011 This application claims priority to co-pending U.S. design patent 

application S.N. 29/167.324. filed on September 12. 2002 and entitled 
"MAGNETIC MAILBOX COVER". 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[002] The present invention relates to mailboxes and particularly to 

decorative covers for application on the mailbox. 

[003] Of course, the mailbox is a very well-known fixture. In one form, 

the mailbox is hung on an outer wall of a house. This type of mailbox has 
worked well in urban neighborhoods where the houses are densely packed and 
easily covered by the walking postal carrier. However, in rural settings where the 
postal carrier must deliver by vehicle, the mailboxes are situated at the roadside. 
Even in urban and suburban neighborhoods, the traditional wall-mounted mailbox 
has been replaced by the street-side mailbox. 

[004] The typical street-side mailbox approved by the U.S. Postmaster 

General is an elongated box with a curved upper surface. A hinged or pivoting 
door closes the open end of the box and is held in place by a friction latch. The 
general configuration of this type of mailbox is depicted in dashed lines in FIG. 1. 
In particular, the mailbox M includes an elongated hollow body 11 that is closed 
on five sides. The upper side is curved so that the front and back ends are 
rectangular at their lower ends but curved at the upper ends. A door 10 closes 
the open end of the body 1 1 . The door is pivotably mounted to the box by a 
pivoting mount, such as a hinge 13. at the bottom of the door. A latch 12 at the 
top of the door frictionally holds the door in its closed position. The latch 12 
includes a base 14 that is affixed to the surface of the door and projects 
downward from the upper edge of the door 10. 
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[0051 The typical "rural-type" mailbox is fomied of sheet metal and is 

frequently corrugated along the length of the body 11 to add rigidity and strength 
to the body, especially for larger mailboxes. Likewise, the door 10 is typically 
formed with a peripheral rib 16 around the outer perimeter of the door. The nb 
thus defines a recessed surface 18 at the interior of the door 10. The nb 16 
helps prevent twisting or defomiation of the door when it is opened or closed. 
10061 Most approved mailboxes are relatively bland in appearance. Many 

mailboxes are painted, often to match a neighborhood decor. There are many 
devices that have been developed to enhance the appearance of the body 1 1 of 
the mailbox. One basic approach incorporates a rigid structure that is 
mechanically mounted over the mailbox body. One example of this approach is 
shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,035.356. 

10071 In another approach, a sheet of material is mounted over the 

mailbox body. For instance, U.S. Patent No. 4.813.595 shows a decorative 
overiay that is mechanically affixed to the lower edges of the mailbox body using 
removable fasteners. In another approach. U.S. Patent No. 4.991 .769 describes 
a polypropylene cover that is contoured to fit over the top of the mailbox body. 
The cover sheet includes magnetic strips adhered at the opposite side edges for 
magnetic attachment of the sheet to the mailbox body. The cover sheet can 
carry personal messages, as depicted in the patent. 

10081 A similar approach was taken in U.S. Patent No. 5.000.379. except 

that the cover sheet is applied to the mailbox body by a pressure sensitive 
adhesive coating exposed by removing a peel-off backing sheet. Of course, with 
this design, the cover sheet is not easily removed, and may require scraping or 
chemical treatment to strip from the mailbox body. On the other hand, the entire 
back surface cover sheet includes the adhesive coating so that the sheet is more 
solidly affixed to the mailbox than the cover in the 769 Patent. 
[0091 All of these approaches help spruce up the traditional post-mounted 

mailbox, and more particularly the body of the mailbox. However, none of these 
approaches suggest a way to decorate or individualize the door of the mailbox. 
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A homeowner may not wish to have the entire mailbox body decorated, or the 
neighborhood covenants may not permit deviation from an identified mailbox 
color scheme. In addition, the prior covers are either substantially pemianently 
attached or mechanically mounted to the mailbox body, making replacement 
extremely difficult when the homeowner desires a change in ornamentation. 
Other mailbox covers are only tenuously mounted to the mailbox so that they can 
be easily dislodged by heavy weather or drive-by vandalism. Moreover, the pnor 
removably mounted mailbox body covers leave gaps between the cover and the 
underlying metal mailbox. Water can readily collected in these gaps, inevitably 
leading to rusting of the mailbox body. 

100101 Consequently, there remains a need for a decorative mailbox 

cover and particularly a cover that is suited for mounting on the door of the 
mailbox. The cover must be readily removable and replaceable by covers having 
different decorative indicia. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENITON 
poll) These needs are met by the present ir>ventton which provides a 
decorative cover for the mailbox door. The cover Includes a sheet that is 
contoured to ffl on the mailbox door, preferably with a perimeter that matches the 
perimeter of the door. The sheet includes a cutout to accommodate the mailbox 
latch. Most preferably, the sheet is sized to fit within the recessed surface on a 
typical approved mailbox door. 

ra012l in one feature of the invention, the front surface of the sheet carries 

a desired graphic, such as a decorative indicia or design. The graphic can be 
pictorial or can Include a topical message. A wWe range of cover sheets can be 
provided to include a wide range of decorative graphics. For instance, holiday or 
seasonal depictions can be included on the front surface of the cover sheet. 
P013) in an important aspect of the invention, the cover sheet is formed of 
a material that allows substantially the entire back surface of the sheet to be 
attached to the mailbox cover by an affinity between the cover sheet matenal and 
the mailbox cover material. In one embodiment, this affinity is accomplished by 
magnetism through the use of a magnetic sheet. In an alternative embodiment, 
^ affinfty pn^perty is electrostatic or static ding. This affinity charaCeris*c does 
not require any adhesive or any mechanical fasteners. Moreover, the decoratrve 
door cover with this affinity property can be easily and readily removed from the 
mailbox door without damaging the surface of the door and without the use of a 
tool or a chemical treatment. 

(00141 Providing the affmity characteristic across substantially the entire 
area of the sheet allows the sheet to be attached to substantially the entire 
mailbox door. This complete attachment leaves no gaps between the sheet 
material and the door that may be encroached by the elements or that may leave 
the sheet susceptible to being dislodged 

[00151 It is one object of the invention to provide a mailbox cover that can 

be ^adily attached and easily removed. A further object is to provide such a 
cover that can carry a variety of decorative and infomiational displays so that a 



homeowner can keep several different covers to be used as desired. Other 
objects and certain benefits of the removable mailbox door cover of the present 
invention will be discemed from the following written description taken together 
with the accompanying figures. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES 
[00161 FIG. 1 is front perspective view of a mailbox, shown in dashed 

lines, with a removable mailbox cover in accordance with one embodiment of the 
present invention mounted thereon. 

[0017] FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of the mailbox and removable 

mailbox cover shown in FIG. 1. 

[0018] FIG. 3 is a rear elevational view of the removable mailbox cover 

shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. 

[0019] FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the removable mailbox cover 

shown in FIG. 3. 

[0020] FIG. 5 is a top elevational view of the removable mailbox cover 

shown in FIG. 3. 

[0021] FIG. 6 is a bottom elevational view of the removable mailbox cover 

shown in FIG. 3. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
[0022] For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the principles of 

the invention, reference will now be made to the embodiments illustrated in the 
drawings and described in the following written specification. It is understood 
that no limitation to the scope of the invention is thereby intended. It is further 
understood that the present invention includes any atterations and modifications 
to the illustrated embodiments and includes further applications of the pnnc.ples 
of the invention as would normally occur to one skilled in the art to which this 
invention pertains. 

100231 AS explained above, FK3. 1 includes a depiction of a typical post- 
mounted mailbox M with a removable door cover 20, in accordance witt, one 
embodiment of the invention, mounted thereon. The details of the door cover are 
shown best in FIGS. 2-6. The door cover 20 Is fom«d from a flexible sheet 22 
that carries graphics on its front surface 24. As shown in FIG. 2, the graphics 
can include, for instance, a representation of the American flag. Other pictures, 
symbols, expiessions, etc., can also be graphically depicted on the front surface 
24 It IS contemplated that a homeowner may have several dWerent door covers 
20, each with different graphics for variations in aesthetic or infomiationai effects. 

(00241 Preferably, each graphic will include an approval legend 25, shown 
in FIG 2 Regulations of the Postmaster General mandate the dimensions and 

make-up of all mailboxes. The approval legend is necessary to identify the 
mailbox as a proper «ceptacle for mail delivered by the U.S. Postal Service. 
According to the postal regulations, a postal carrier cannot deposit mail into a 
non-app-oved box. In most mailboxes, the approval legend is stamped into the 
door 10 Since the door cover 20 of the present invention is intended to 
completely cover the door, it should bear the appropriate approval legend 25. 
p,025i The door cover 20 is configured to substantially fully occupy the 
available space on the mailbox door 10. In the embodiment depicted in the 
accompanying figures, the mailbox door includes a recessed surface 18, so the 
door cover 20 is configured to occupy substantially the entirety of that recessed 
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surface. Thus, the door cover 20 includes a contoured perimeter 26 having 
opposite side edges 26A that follow the vertical extent of the door 10, a bottom 
edge 26B that follov^s the bottom extent of the door, and a cun/ed upper edge 
26C that generally confom,s to the curved upper portion of the recessed surface 
18 of the door. In order to accommodate the latch base 14, the upper edge 26C 
defines a cut-out 28. As shown in FIG. 3, the cover 20 has a contact surface 3D 
that is in Intimate contact with the surface of the mailbox door 10. 
,00261 In an important feature of the invention, the flexible sheet 22 is 
formed substantially of a material having a natural affinity forthe material of the 
mailbox door 10. In a most preferred embodiment, the entire flexible sheet ,s 
formed of a magnetic material. In particular, the contoured door cover is cut from 
magnetic sheeting, such as ZIP-GRIP™ flexible magnetic sheeting sold by 
Master Magnetics, Inc., of Castle Rock, Colorado. Magnetic sheeting 
incorporates magnetic polarity that generally runs parallel with an edge of the 
Sheet, such as parallel to the side edges 26A of the sheet 22. "o-'^^' 
polarity is focused on one side of the sheet, such as the contact surface 30 of the 
sheet 22. Thus, while the contact surface 30 will exhibit magnetic attraction or 
affinity for the mailbox door, the front surface 24 will not. 
,0027, The magnetic sheeting can generate a magnetic field sufflcient to 
,im,ly hold the sheet to the mailbox door. For instance, a 0.03 in. thick magnetic 
sheet can generate 0.78x10= gauss oersted field with a hokling power of 85 
Ibs ;sq ft. Thinner magnetic sheeting will generate a lesser field, but the 
reductton in holding power is accounted for by a reduction in weight of ttie 
sheeting. 

100261 The present invenflon thus contemplates ttiat tt-e mailbox door 
cover is fomied of a flexible sheet of a material ttiat has an a«-inlty for the 
material of the mailbox. The temi "affin^' as used herein is intended to mean a 
characteristic of «ie sheet material that causes the material to attach to the 
mailbox door material wittiout the use of adhesives or similar substances, and 
wittrout ttie use of mechanical fasteners. In other words, the material includes 
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means for attaching directly to the mailbox door without the use of glue, adhesh/e 
or Similar chemicals, and wrthout the use of mechanical fasteners, such as 
screws, tape or the lil(e. 

[00291 The term "affinity" in the context of the present invention also 
carries with it the property that allows the sheet material to be easily removed 
from the mailbox door ™thout disrupting the surface of the door and without the 
need to use separate tools (such as a scraper) or separate chemicals (such as a 
chemical for releasing adhesive or glue). Thus, the magnetic material of the 
flexible sheet 22 of the preferred embodiment has an affinity for the metallic 
material of the mailbox door 10 because it attaches to the mailbox door wrthout 
me need for adhesive or mechanical fasteners and because the magnetic sheet 
can be easily peeled off the door without separate tools or chemicals and wrthout 
disrupting the surface of the mailbox door. 

,00301 in accordance with the present invention, substantially the entire 

flexible sheet 22 is fom,ed of the material having an affinity for the mailbox door, 
in ttiis way, the entire sheet firmly attaches to the door, leaving virtually no gaps 
between the replaceable door cover 20 and the mailbox door 10. In the preferred 
embodiment, the removable sheet 22 is fomred of a magnetic sheet having a 
thickness of about 0.015 inches. The display on the front surface 24 can be 
created by conventional ink screening techniques. The display can also be 
carried on a separate label that is adhesively applied to the front surface 24 of 
the sheet 22. 

[0031] in an alternative embodiment of the Invention, a different material 
can be used for the flexible sheet 22, in which the afflnity property of the matenal 
is electrostatic or "static cling". An exemplary material can be a vinyl plastic or a 
polyester plastic, such as MYLAR« provided by E.I. Du Pont de Nemours & Co., 
inc Like the magnetic material, the electrostatic or static cling material attaches 
to the mailbox door without the use of adhesive or mechanical fasteners. 
Removal of the eleCrostafc or static cling sheet does not disturb the surface of 
ttie mailbox door and does not require any mechanical or chemical means to 
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release the sheet from the door. This altemative embodiment is particularly 
suited for mailbox doors formed of a variety of materials, including metal, plastic 
and ceramic. 

[00321 The dimensions of the perimeter of the removable door cover 20 of 

the present invention are calibrated to the dimensions of the mailbox door. Most 
approved mailboxes come in three sizes with three differently sized doors. The 
smaller mailbox has a door v^ith a height of about 8 inches and a v^idth of 
about 6 % inches. An intermediate mailbox can have a door with a height of 
about 10 inches and a width of 8 inches, while the "jumbo" mailbox dimensions 
are roughly 14.5" by 11". The flexible sheet is sized accordingly. As noted 
above, the thickness of the flexible sheet in one embodiment is 0.015 inches. 
The sheet may be provided in different thicknesses, although it is preferably that 
the thickness not be less than the 0.01 5 inches of the specific embodiment. If 
the sheet if too thin, it can be susceptible to tearing or creasing when being 
applied to or removed from a mailbox cover. A thicker sheet is stronger, but is 
also heavier, which may make the mailbox door prone to inadvertently popping 
open. 

[00331 Some mailboxes include a peripheral rib. such as the rib 16 

described above. In a preferred embodiment, the thickness of the flexible sheet 
22 will not exceed the height of the rib 16. With this restriction on thickness, the 
door cover 20 will not project beyond the frontal plane of the mailbox door 10. 
Moreover, the edges 26A-C of the contoured perimeter 26 of the removable door 
cover will be protected against the inboard side of the peripheral rib 16 so that 
the edges cannot be accidentally caught and dislodged. 
[00341 While the invention has been illustrated and described in detail in 

the drawings and foregoing description, the same should be considered as 
illustrative and not restrictive in character. It is understood that only the preferred 
embodiments have been presented and that all changes, modifications and 
further applications that come within the spirit of the invention are desired to be 
protected. 
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